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Stornoway Gazette, Thursday August 27 2009

	Where does one begin to tell the sory or rather the saga as it may be, of sounds in the grounds 2009… six months, eight months, twelve months in the planning stages and three years, four years into its evolutionary existence? 

When did it all actually begin? How did it begin? Who’s behind it? It’s a bit dificult to talk about something objectively, if you’re deeply and actively involved in the process and decision making… then seeing it through from the initial idea to realization, completion and annual rebirth. 

I guss it’s kinda like the old cliched adage ‘ of nurturing, cultivating, or creating something then watching it grow and develop into this thing that starts to take on a life of its own’ – it’s like reaering a child, you develop an unwavering protective love devotion and pride for this entity… which isn’t necessarily a bad thing, it’s just that the extreme enthusiasm of those involved to the outside world might seem, well, a bit extreme. 
And yes, I am one of the fanatical festival-lovers and monumental music geeks who thought that an annual Pop/Rock outdoor music event featuring and showcasing , local talent-plus a smidgeon, handful of creme de le creme. • Mainland bands, would he a brilliant idea and, yes the proof is in the pudding, with each successive . year outdoing the previous ones.
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	In 200,6 there was Trees in the Park at Cuddy Point- a low budget, DIY, local bands only, on a lorry trailer for a stage, free entry, "test, the waters', all day event

The overwhelming positive feeedback and demand to make it annual event led. to the formation of a community based, voluriteer organization called the WIN (Western. Isles Nu-music) - Trust that would become the steering group for the festival.
Fearing a copyright infringement ;from T in the Park,/2007 saw a name change to the current product brand of-Sounds in the Grounds, a site move .to Lews Castle College car park, the addition of a licensed bar; the introduction of' Mainland bands - to the bill and horrendous weather conditions which forced the show to run for the shelter of the Woodlands half-way through the day.... And led to the 2008 decision to change sites once again to its present home on the Castle Green and move from an open staged setting into a marquee. 

Which brings us right up to the present tense in a. few dozen sentences - Sounds in me Grounds 2009 - with its twice the size of last year's Mainstage marquee, a second stage featuring a
very warm, intimate, acoustic atmosphere.... and quite a few other landmarks.
Here's a quick rundown of what it's like to be part of a team of festival and events, organisers and promoters.

Wednesday August 19 evening - Main Stage tent goes up, a massive two page spread in the Highland News featuring The Boy Who Trapped The Sun and Sounds In the Grounds and the "A group nach bi idir super” " blog appears on The Guireans' myspace (www.myspace.com/theguireans) where you can also hear one of the highlight tunes, 'Airidhbhruach' of their amazing blue boiler suited set.... Do check it out!
Thursday August 20 - staging, PA and all manner of equipment is transported and arriving on site and must be
assembled, acoustic stage/bar tent goes up in the evening and on the way home I got several texts saying Radiol
presenter Vic Galloway gave a big shout out to Sounds in the Grounds and played a track by local band Can't
Swim on his show.... so, I went online and had a listen at www.bbc.co.uk/radiol/vicgalloway   and this is what I heard - at 4:31 into the show Vic announces: "Keepin' things rollin' right now with a band, from Stornoway, called Can't Swim and this is 'Orphans'. Song plays then at 7:25 min Vic is back with - "They're a four piece from Stornoway, they're called Can't Swim,
	that was 'Orphans' and they're going to be playing this Saturday at Sounds in the Grounds which is an event that's happening in Stornoway, they're playing along side Malcolm Middleton, The Hazy Janes, Our Lunar Activities, The Boy Who Trapped The Sun and many, many more.
It's happening this Saturday 22nd of August, so if you're in the vicinity. It looks like it's going to be great.
It's a shame I can't make it. But I'm
sure there'll be more events in
Stornoway and I'm looking forward to
getting up there and DJing at some
point
as
well....
www.myspace.com/cantswimmusic if you like the sound of that.
Hey folks it's Vic Galloway here . this is BBC Introducing in Scotland on Radiol...." How Cool, Cool, Cool is that?
Friday August 21, just after lunch a mighty wind started blowing off the sea and ripped the acoustic tent right out of the ground, that combined with a number of other delays and disruptions caused havoc with an otherwise pretty well laid out plan and schedule.
Friday night was spent repositioning and re-erecting the acoustic tent.
Saturday August 22 and the day finally arrives with so, so much still to do; I didn't think we were going to get through, but out of nowhere people started turning up to lend a hand, and it all came together in the end.
Every single band seemed to put two-hundred percent into their performance, so many people came up to me afterwards and said .that with such an incredible line-up, the superb lighting and sound provided by Paul Matheson which was total perfection and the larger marquee hired from Eilean Marquees, that the Main stage was comparable or better than what you would see and hear anywhere in the world.
And the acoustic tent was like a big, old time, down home ceilidh - what an atmosphere.
Musical highlights? Far too many to mention, I would need several pages, if I started going into detail.... All I can say is what an unbelievably, amazing, astounding achievement for everyone that made it happen, performed, participated, attended...
Thank You, Sounds in the Grounds 2009 and goodnight!
Jori



