THE SCENE
(Stornoway Gazette Thurs Sept 17 2009)

AFTER Sounds in the Grounds I was thinking; 'Oh well, that's the end of Summer and things will be quieting down a bit now and we'll all be sucked into and succumb to a semi-state of lullification before the big pre-Christmas hoopla starts happening'.
Oh well, oh well, oh wella – nothing could be further from the truth or the reality of the local music scene right now!
.
It's all happening and it was another very, very,very busy and a very, very, very varied musical week last week.
Wednesday September' 9 was the super-secret; 'invite only', private-preview at the super-secret,, private, practice place of the super-secret, super-duper, Western Isles supergroup the Murderers Of Love.
Thursday September 10 saw the first Over 14s night of live music in Era -with a soaring set from DotJR and a frantic, frenetic set of .Post-punk-Hardcore-Pop from Can't Swim - part of the newly established Era Thursday niglit rotating roster that will include: Kiss N' Chill - live acoustic nights; Over 14s nights - live music; C.D.K. -Carl's Disco Karaoke nights and Beat it! - Disco nights; rolling over on a four weekly basis.
And then I popped into the Star Inn to catch Willie Campbell doing his amazing ‘one man band in a box’ Thursday night residency. 

Friday September 11 was the Kiss N’ Kill indie disco in Era with Chas and Jay, and Saturday was the ‘absolutely no-advertising, word-of-mouth-only, super-secret, but-evefyone-seemed-to-know-about-it', debut live performance from the Murderers Of Love in the Woodlands Centre.
It proved a lovely, casual, free entry, evening of local music which also saw the debut solo acoustic outing of Ball And Chain frontman Tim Durbin with Sean Harrison on guitar and backing vocals. Premiering four excellent, soulful, Country-Folkie originals including the top notch 'St. Sebastian' which you can have a listen to. at www.myspace.conytiBidurbinniusic and two class" covers by Van Morrison and Ryan Adams featuring some very tasteful leads from, Sean, this was a great start to the evening.
What can one say about the conglomeration that is the Avante Gaelic Obscurist Folk Rock Supergroup - our very own mini-orchestra of madly talented and cleverly entertaining geniuses - enshrining local culture in a jovial and comedic take on popular song: 'Fish and Education', "Funky Peatstack', 'Cathy Ghall's :ShopV 'Walk on. the Westside',, 'Pairc Life'--Beatles tribute ‘I Want to Buy Your Ram'/'Please Fleece Me', 'Man in Back', 'Todhar' and of course the current ewetoob (youtube) sensation and Leonard Cohen cover 'Airidhbhruach' which has also a huge hit at this year's . Sounds., in the Grounds, arid- many – a punters highlight.
The up until now, mysterious, mythical, Stornoway supergroup, the Murderers Of Love unveiled
themselves, last but not least,- to an almost capacity crowd, not quite sure what to expect. 
For a man best known as a behind .the scenes mover and shaker, the Fabster did a most admirable job of handling the vocal duties...and his stoic, removed, anti-Rockstar, pinstripe jacketed, stage persona somehow fitted the whole MOL experience perfectly; creating a visual and artistic contrast to the driving, twin guitar, 80's influenced, mix of Post-punk, John McGeogh-era PiL-soundscapes of the band (Iain 'Bomber' Morrison - drums, Daibhidh Martin - bass, Kenny Stewart - rhythm guitar) and the metallic Van Halen meets Psychedelia guitar wig-outs from lead guitarist, Dave *Doily' Macdonald.
The band's six-song strong, jamtastic setlist was , 'Helicoptergunshipattackonlasyegas', 'No', 'Human Wrongs', 'Left Wing', 'Go' and ‘So This is Scotland?'  Today the Woodlands, Tomorrow the World!
And the bands play on as part of the Kiss N Kill indie disco night in Era as this Friday, September 18, there's going a very special LooPaLLu Fringe
show with the band  Ten Bears from Manchester (check out the Ten Bears TV on their myspace www.myspace.com/tenbearsmusic it’s 
absolutely hilarious) and Party Horse (www.myspace.com/partyhorsemusic) a new electro-Rock duo hailing from Sheffield. One half of the duo being David Kay - guitar/vocals, whom you may remember as the colourful frontman with Tiny Dancers.
Sure to be a mega good night! And make sure and got over to Ullapool for the 'Best Little Fest in the West' LooPaLLu with The View, Lightning Seeds, Neville Staple (ex- Specials), Family Mahone, Dykeenies, Mumford and Sons, Kid British, Codeine Velvet Club, Pearl and the Puppets, The Daugleberries, Bronto Skytift, Polly & the Billets Doux, Grousebeater Sound System, French Wives, Naked Strangers and the Ullapool Pipe Band. And finally: The planning for this year's Battle of the Bands competition is
starting with a series of four weekly meetings taking place on Thursdays 4-5pm hi the music room at the Bridge Community Centre starting today.
The organisers are looking for new ideas for promoting, the competition with showcase events across the islands and for new bands to take part. . If you are interested in getting involved in any way, then come along to one of the meetings or give Graeme a call on 07717816477
Plenty more to come as well!...
Jori
